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Finding the
Joy you've
Always Wanted

In 1985, while on a ministry trip to London
with my family, our gracious host dropped us off
at a restaurant and went to find a parking place.
Our seven-year-old son raced after the van in his
desire to be with our host. When we did not see
our son, we assumed that he had stayed in the van
and both our host and son would join us shortly.
Terror filled our hearts at the sight of our host
walking toward us without our son. Our host, in
turn, was terrified when he discovered that our
son was not with us!

For 20 minutes, which felt like 20 days, we ran
from place to place in the back alleys of the streets
5
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of London with pounding hearts, dry mouths, and
shaking knees, asking every person we encountered,

“Have you seen a seven-year-old boy?”

Mercifully, we found our son walking toward
the restaurant. What joy we felt at finding our son,
and he certainly seemed equally glad to find us!
From that experience to this day, I cannot read or
hear a story about a lost person without recalling
the feelings I had on that day.

Lost. Found. Those two words grip the heart
— one with agony, despair, and fear, the other with
joy and comfort.

In our case, the story had a happy ending. The
lost boy was found. But what about your story?
What about the inner state of your heart and soul?
In which category do you find yourself today?

Are you LOST? Do you feel alienated,
separated, frustrated, restless, alone, or empty
inside? Are you meandering aimlessly through
life, disconnected from a relationship with God?

Are you FOUND? Do you have a deep,
abiding sense of peace, comfort, purpose,
security, and joy? Do you know with certainty
that you have an eternal relationship with God,
your Creator and heavenly Father?

7
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Only Two Categories:
LOST OR FOUND

Every person falls into one of these
categories: lost or found. There is no such thing
as being a “little bit lost” or “a little bit found”
when it comes to your spiritual condition and
your relationship with God. Spiritually, each of us
is lost or found.

In Jesus’ day, as in our day, countless people
fell into the “lost” category. They were not lost
to God, from God’s perspective. God certainly
knows where each of us is and what we are
doing every moment of every day of our lives.
To be lost means to be separated from God, to be
wandering through life apart from any awareness
of God’s presence and without acknowledging a
relationship with God.

So many people in our world today have
“lost God” in the course of living their busy,
self-centered, preoccupied lives. They have lost
the meaning that comes to a person who is in a
relationship with God. They have lost the identity
God desired for them to have from their creation —
their identity as a beloved, forgiven child of God.
They have lost their innocence, as they have lived
in an unforgiven and spiritually rebellious state
that they inherited from their ancient forefathers,
Adam and Eve.
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As aresult, they are walking the back roads
of their own existence with a load of guilt,
bewilderment, emptiness, and sorrow they
themselves often cannot explain. Nonetheless,
they feel the separation and deep inner fear and
sense of void that comes from being alone...
lost...alienated from a lost intimate relationship
with their heavenly Father.

Jesus was sent to bring lost people back
to God. He often drew criticism from the self-
righteous, religious people of His day as He
reached out in compassion, forgiveness, and
love to the lost. In spite of criticism and public
shame, the “lost” came close to Jesus because
deep within, they had a desire to be “found.” And
Jesus, in turn, not only received them into His

presence but went out in active search of them.

In the New Testament of the Bible — and
specifically in Luke 15, Jesus told three stories
about the lost and found. In these stories He
gave the major principles involved for a person
to move from being lost to being found. These
principles are as true today as they were in Jesus’
time. (For your convenience, | have included the
entire Bible text for these three stories at the end
of this book.)

11
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Principle 1:
GOD WANTS

YOU TO BE FOUND

In Luke 15, Jesus told the story abut a shepherd
who lost one of his hundred sheep. He said, “What
man among you, if he has a hundred sheep and has
lost one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in
the open pasture and go after the one which is lost
until he finds it?” (Luke 15:4). When the shepherd
finds his lost sheep, his attitude is one of great joy.

Jesus also told a story about a woman who lost
one of her ten pieces of silver. She swept the house
and sought that coin diligently until she found it.
Again, when she found the coin, her attitude was
one of joy.

Jesus concluded these stories in the same way,
saying, “Likewise, I say to you, there is joy in
the presence of the angels of God over one sinner
who repents” (Luke 15:10).

God’s desire is for you to be found. He does
not play favorites — He is not willing to save some
sheep and lose others, or to find some lost coins and
write others off. No! He is not willing to lose one
sheep, one coin, or one person! He wants to be in a
relationship with you. He loves you with an infinite,

13
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unconditional love, and He longs for you to turn to
Him and receive the forgiveness He offers.

“But,” you may say, “I don’t need God. I
don’t have a relationship with God, but I'm
certainly not lost.”

God’s Word says otherwise. The prophet Isaiah
said, “All of us like sheep have gone astray, each
of us has turned to his own way; but the Lord has
caused the iniquity of us all to fall on Him” (Isaiah
53:6). The apostle John said it this way, “If we say
that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves,
and the truth is not in us” (1John 1:8).

God’s truth is this: If you are not turning
toward God and receiving His love, forgiveness,
and mercy, then you are turning away from God.
You are no different from a sheep that follows
its own nose until it has strayed far from the
shepherd and finds itself caught in a thicket or
sliding helplessly into a deep ravine, where it will
be easy prey for deadly, ravenous predators.

If you are not listening for the Shepherd’s
voice... if you are not staying as close to Him
as possible so that you might be led to green
pastures and still waters ... if you are not relying
completely on the Shepherd to provide for you,
protect you, lead you, and call you by name ...
then you are no different than a sheep that decides
it will “do its own thing,” follow its own career

15



s ol 5y a1 61 il 3% )y cennil
e 3 6 e e Tans 4k wms 51 I ealal]
) ) & Ll Plall Gl

ol cdae A8, Dle elly cell Lad oS5 Al 03]
bl iy el el ) Lee SR Gas JLa
RO

g3 Lo lall el ol o8 5,Ladl LAY

:cll:_é.\.;}::—c_*u.ull

O 8 oty ol G 13) Lo G gl Jlsdl o)
8 Galy el @i L 13) g Edall Jlaadl oI oan
caags O & ol i Jla bl e

ool e o L) polaios 15108 3355 0T WY
La¥l g, e dllaay oy casll elaiy o ellall
ellansy cliiaiyg dosayy iy dna Gpbaa ] osal
celifal gas Bia aetl o gyl & a5 Bmin
fas O Y] podtll s s 3T 5 o,
.duiﬁ)lsd;,,s;j@xﬁ?)@fdw&c
16



path, make its own decisions, and pursue its own
identity until it finds itself far from the Shepherd,
wandering in the futility and despair of being lost.

If you have not been living for God and in close
relationship with God, you are lost — regardless of
whether you recognize and acknowledge that you
are lost.

The good news is that the Good Shepherd—
our Lord Jesus Christ — is looking for you.

His search for you is all-absorbing.
His search for you is active.
His search for you is personal.

His search for you is persevering.

The real question is not whether the Lord desires
for you to be found, but whether you are willing to
admit that you are lost and desire to be found.

You must make a decision. You can allow the
Good Shepherd to pick you up today and carry you
in His everlasting arms back to His fold, where He
will heal you, restore you, and make you whole. Or
you can continue to run from Him, pursing your
own goals and choosing to be the master of your
own fate. His search for you will continue because
He desires a relationship with you.

17
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An early Christian church writer said this about
Jesus, our Great Shepherd: “In His incarnation, He
came after the lost sheep. In His life, He continued
to seek it. In His death, He laid it on his shoulder.
In His ascension, He brought it home rejoicing.”

You may be saying to yourself, “But you
don’t know all that I’ve been through. You don’t
know what a mess I have made of my life.”

It doesn’t matter. Lost sheep always have a
tendency to be battered, bruised, and a little beat
up. That’s what happens when sheep fall off the
path. They end up in the brambles and briers.
They end up falling into rocky ravines. They end
up muddied and bloodied. The Good Shepherd
loves them nonetheless.

The Good Shepherd’s shoulders are broad
enough and strong enough to carry the full weight of
your sinful past, your problems, your physical pain,
your emotional hurts, and your financial needs.

His shoulders are broad enough and strong
enough to carry the burden of your guilt, shame,
and failures.

His shoulders are broad enough and strong
enough to lift you above your troubles and carry
you to safety.

19
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The Good Shepherd is able to extract you
from any thorn bush of evil that has you trapped.

He is able to retrieve you from any pit of despair
or depression into which you may have fallen.

He is able to fend off any evil predator that
may be stalking you.

“Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your
adversary, the devil, prowls about like a roaring
lion, seeking someone to devour” (1 Peter 5:8).

The Good Shepherd is totally capable when
it comes to your deliverance. Furthermore,
there isn’t any aspect of your life that the Good
Shepherd is incapable of carrying. There isn’t any
pain in your life — physical, emotional, or spiritual
— that He is incapable of healing. There isn’t any
aspect of your past that He cannot restore, mend,
redeem, change, or bring to wholeness.

What the lost sheep can never do for itself,
Jesus, the Good Shepherd is not only capable of
doing, but desirous of doing.

21
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Principle 2:
GOD ASKS ONLY
THAT WE ACCEPT
WHAT HE OFFERS

As much as God longs to be in a relationship
with you, He will not violate the free will that He
has given you. He will not force Himself upon
you. He will not pick you up and carry you to
eternal safety with Him if that is not your desire.

We must accept what God offers to us.

Now there is a major difference between earn
and accept. Many people today think they can or
must earn God’s forgiveness and mercy. They are
on a futile treadmill. The Bible makes it clear,
“for by grace you have been saved through faith;
and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God”
(Ephesians 2:8). There is not one thing that you
can do to earn God’s forgiveness. There is not
one thing you can do to cleanse yourself, purify
yourself, or “get good enough.”

That would be like saying that a lost sheep
needed to get itself cleaned up, healed, and out of
the ravine or thicket before the Shepherd would

23
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reach down and pick it up. Or like saying that a
lost coin needed to shine itself and roll out into
plain view so it might be found. No! God is the
One who seeks us and who is willing to pick us up
and carry us as we are. Mercy and forgiveness are
what He freely offers. You cannot earn a free gift.

What is your role then?

Your role is to accept what God offers. It is to
receive what is freely held out to you as a gift.

What is it that you are asked to accept?

First, you are asked to accept the fact that
God loves you. Jesus told a third story in Luke
15 — we often refer to it as the Parable of the
Prodigal Son. The ringing message of this story,
however, is a message of extravagant love on the
part of the father.

Everything in the Bible begins and ends with
one central fact: God loves His creation -- He
loves you and me. Now, that isn’t the way we
usually read the Bible. We go to the Bible with our
problems and needs and ask, “Now what does the
Bible say about this and what promise of blessing
and solution can I find?”” All blessings, provisions,
protection, solutions, and answers begin, however,
with God’s motivation toward us. It is a motivation

25
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of unconditional, overflowing, extravagant,
unending love.

John tells us, “For God so loved the world,
that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever
believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal
life” (John 3:16).

Look at the nature of the Father in Jesus’ story
of the son who had rejected his love:

* The father gave the rebellious son what he
requested — all of the inheritance that would be
his after the father’s death.

* The father allowed his son to leave. Once the
boy left home, he did not go after him or send
his servants in search of him. He gave his son
the freedom to choose to have a relationship
with him, rather than demand it.

¢ The father looked for the son’s return, and
because he was looking for his return, he saw
his son even while he was “a great way off.”

* The father had compassion on his son and he ran to
him. For a mature man to run in the Middle East is
considered highly undignified, but the father was
willing to suffer such an indignity to reach his son.
For the father to run to the boy was not at all what
the people in this village would have expected.

27
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The “normal” process would have been for the
rebellious boy to return, to show repentance over
time, and then, after a proper period of respectful
behavior, for the father to open his door to the son.
In Jesus' parable, however, the father ran to his
son to cover any shame the boy might experience
in returning home.

* The father fell on his son’s neck and kissed him
repeatedly. He received his son fully with open,
willing, loving arms. Oh, when we see the open
arms of Jesus Christ on the cross, what a picture we
have of the Father receiving us with open, willing
loving arms! His love is always extended to us.

God, in His infinite love for us, sent His
Son to make the total and complete sacrifice
necessary to release us from the grip of sin. In His
love, Christ died for us so that we might never
experience the eternal consequences of our sin. In
His love, the Holy Spirit dwells within us so we
might live free from the bondage of sin.

Second, you are asked to accept the fact that
God desires to forgive you and to restore you fully
as one of His beloved children. In the story of the
prodigal son, the loving father gave his repentant
son three things, each of which signified a
restoration to full “sonship”. The father gave him:

¢ The “best robe.” This robe, one of the father’s
29
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own, allowed the son to sit with dignity at his
table.

* A “ring on his hand.” This was a signet ring that
allowed the son to conduct family business.
What a remarkable gift this was after all this
boy had done to diminish the family’s wealth!

* And “shoes on his feet.” Shoes were a sign that
the father was granting his son total freedom
to come and go from his presence. Slaves, in
contrast, were not allowed to wear shoes.

What full and complete restoration was
given to this once-lost boy! Did the boy earn
any of these privileges? No! They were a free
and generous gift from a loving father. When we
receive the Lord’s forgiveness, He also gives us
those things that restore us to a full position of
value and authority as the Lord’s beloved child:

* The Lord gives us His robe of righteousness that
covers all of our past sin and shame.

* The Lord gives us His name to use in authority
over all forms of evil.

* The Lord gives us shoes so we might have our
feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of
peace to go into the world to declare the presence
and forgiveness of the Lord (see Ephesians 6:15).
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The Lord values us so much that He sent His
Son to die for us so that we might live forever with
Him in an eternal home. He values us so much that
He sends the Holy Spirit to dwell in us. He values
us so much that He gives us His identity, His
character, and His power to use for His glory.

Third, you are asked to accept the fact that
God delights in your presence and desires that
others also delight in your presence. The father not
only restored his son to an intimate relationship
with himself, but he restored him to the greater
community. He threw a party on his behalf! He
made this son’s return home a celebration, a public
sign of restoration and acceptance. In giving this
party and killing the fatted calf, the father said to
the village as a whole, “This is my beloved son.
Receive him fully, just as I have. Rejoice with
me!” As the father said to the older son later, “We
had to celebrate and rejoice, for this brother of
yours was dead and has begun to live, and was lost
and has been found” (Luke 15:32).

The father’s LOVE ... the father’s VALUE...
the father’s DELIGHT. All of these reflect the
great truth of God’s Word: God desires to forgive
us for our past nature and our past sins and to
restore us fully to a right relationship with Him.
Will you accept the Father’s forgiveness today?
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“But how,” you may be asking, “do I accept
His forgiveness?”

The Bible makes it very clear and very
simple. John said, “If we confess our sins, He is
faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9).

You may be saying, “Is it really that simple to
accept God’s love and forgiveness?”

Yes! God asks only that you admit your sins and
own up to who you are and what you have done,
and then to believe in Jesus and receive what God
freely offers through Jesus. Believe and receive
— that is all God requires for us to be “found” and to
enter into a right relationship with Him.

To accept what God offers to you, pray the
prayer found on page 28 with sincerity from the
depths of your heart.

Principle 3:
GOD WILL ONLY
RESTORE WHAT WE
WILLINGLY YIELD TO HIM

When you accept Jesus as your Savior and
begin to obey Him as Lord and accept God’s
forgiveness for your sins, you are fully restored
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to God. There are no further barriers to remove,
no works to accomplish, no checklist of things
that must be done. God receives your confession
and acceptance of His forgiveness and moves you
eternally and fully into the “found” category.

Those who have been lost, however, usually
carry into their new relationship with God some of
the baggage of their old life — baggage in the form
of habits and attitudes and perspectives. Imagine
for a moment a person who has been wandering in
a dense forest for a long period of time — or perhaps
a soldier who has been missing in action for weeks,
months, even years. Once that person is found, he is
found. He is not a little bit found or partially found.
He is completely and totally found.

That person, however, may be in need of a
bath and new clothes and a hot meal. It may take
a while for that person to regain his strength and
health. It may take some time before he loses his
fear of becoming lost again or before he stops
looking over his shoulder to see what danger
may be lurking in the forest around him. It may
be several weeks or months before he fully feels
at home again. He is found but he still must
rediscover and reclaim the fullness of his life.

What is it that you have “lost” in your
separation from God? What have you lost in
your home, your family, your relationships with
others?
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God desires to heal and restore you, but He
does not do so without your cooperation and
involvement. The Bible tells us that when Jesus
encountered a blind beggar named Bartimaeus,
He asked Bartimaeus, “what do you want Me to
do for you?” (Mark 10:51). Jesus could certainly
see that Bartimaeus was blind and a beggar. Yet,
He asked this question. He desired for Bartimaeus
to face his need and to identify what it was that he
truly wanted from God.

The Lord often asks us the same thing. What
do YOU want Me to do for YOU?

Do not answer that question too hastily. Look
into your own heart and give some thought to
what it is today that you truly desire from God.

First, ask yourself, “What is it that [ have
lost? What do I desire for the Lord to restore to
me?” The woman in Luke 15:8-10 had lost a coin.
God did not miraculously and instantly reveal to
her the location of the coin. God did allow her to
find the coin as she lit a candle, swept her house,
and sought diligently for what she had lost. Jesus
said clearly, “Ask, and it will be given to you;
seek and you will find; knock, and it will be
opened to you” (Matthew 7:7).

Have you lost your peace of mind?

Have you lost a sense of sure direction?
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Have you lost your joy?
Have you lost a feeling of intimacy with God?

Have you lost the love in your home or your
love for your spouse?

Have you lost a sense of balance?

Have you lost part of your ability to discern
right from wrong?

Second, ask the Lord to help you clean away
everything from your personal life that may be
standing in the way of your receiving what it is
you have lost.

Ask the Lord to help you ...

Sweep out the cobwebs of your self-
centeredness.

Sweep out the dust of your self-pity.

Sweep out the straws of your unforgiving,
angry, hardened heart.

Sweep out the dirt of jealousy, resentment,
bitterness, and a critical spirit.

Ask the Lord to reveal to you the truth of His
Word as you read it. Ask Him to give you
specific, daily guidance.
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This will not happen in a mysterious way — it
happens as you read God’s Word daily and apply
it to your own circumstances, situations, and
relationships. It happens as you hear God’s Word
preached fully and with power and love. It happens
as you open your life to other Christian believers
and pray with them and receive wise counsel
from them. It happens as you begin to keep God’s
commandments and to live the life the Lord lays
before you. It happens as you trust and obey God’s
Word day in and day out. God’s forgiveness will
unlock the handcuffs of hatred and will open the
closed doors of bitterness and resentment. God’s
forgiveness will allow you to find the peace, joy,
security, and love that have been missing in your life.

Will You Choose to Be “Found” Today?

What is it that keeps us from accepting God’s
love and forgiveness and “finding” a new life in
Christ Jesus?

The number one barrier for every person is this:
pride. We do not want to admit that we have been
rebellious. We do not want to admit that we are
wrong, weak, needy, out of control, or that we have
failed. It is pride that keeps us from confessing, “I
have sinned. I am a sinner. I am lost.”

Those who are arrogant remain lost. Those who
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feed a dose of humility to their pride are those
who put themselves into a position to be found.

The prodigal son left home saying, “Give me.”

He returned home saying to his father,
“Make me.”

The prodigal son left home thinking that he
was the center of his universe.

He returned home knowing that he needed his
father and his family.

The prodigal son left home in self-centered
and self-determining pride.

He returned home knowing that he had sinned
and was willing to admit his sin to his father.

With God’s help, you are the only one who
can deal with this barrier of pride in your life. It is
within the power of your will to choose to remain
lost or to choose to be found. It is your choice
—no one else’s, regardless of what someone else
may have done to you — to remain in the “far
country” of your sin, guilt, and degradation, with
all of the painful and humiliating consequences
associated with your sin. It is likewise within
your power to choose to return to your heavenly
Father, no matter what anyone else may say or do
to try to convince you otherwise.
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Which choice will you make today?

I pray you will choose to be FOUND.

If You Want to Find the Joy You Lost ...

If you want to experience the joy of being
found, I urge you to ask God to forgive you for
your sins today. Don’t wait another minute to
accept God’s gift of salvation. Pray the following
prayer with me. When you finish, seal your
decision to become a child of God by signing
your name and writing down today’s date.

Pray

“Father, I confess that I am a sinner. I have
not loved You with my whole heart. I have not
followed You or kept Your commandments or
sought to be in a relationship with You. I have not
loved other people as I know You would have me
love them. I am sorry. I desire today to accept Your
offer of forgiveness and to live a new life in a right
relationship with You. I believe that Jesus made this
relationship with You possible through His death
on the cross. I accept His death on my behalf and 1
accept Him as my Savior. Have mercy on me and
forgive me, I pray. And I believe that according to
Your Word and Your promises, You are hearing my
prayer and forgiving me right now. Amen.”
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You have just made the most important decision
of your entire life! I urge you to tell someone
— maybe your spouse, a friend, your parents, or a co-
worker — right away. That will help solidify it.

What’s Next?

Do you know when you prayed that prayer
of repentance, you set off a party in heaven?
Jesus tells us, “There is joy in the presence of
!”

the angels of God over one sinner who repents
(Luke 15:10).

You may be asking yourself, “Now what do I
do?” Like a newborn baby, you will only grow into
maturity as you become part of a visible family and
are fed and taught. I have written a short booklet
that lays out for you the next steps you should take
to grow into a mature Christian. It’s titled Seven
Steps in Your Faith Adventure, and it’s available
by calling our toll-free number or visiting our Web
site listed on the last page of this booklet. You’ll
also find other ministry resources to help you
successfully live the Christian life.
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For your convenience, I am including the
entire text of stories of the lost sheep, lost coin,
and lost son found in Luke 15. I trust it will help
you better understand these stories from the lips

of Jesus.

Luke 15

Parable of the Lost Sheep (Verses 1-7)

“Now all the tax collectors and the sinners
were coming near Him to listen to Him. Both the
Pharisees and the scribes began to grumble, saying,
“This man receives sinners and eats with them.”

So He told them this parable, saying: What
man among you, if he has a hundred sheep and
has lost one of them, does not leave the ninety-
nine in the open pasture and go after the one
which is lost until he finds it? When he has found
it, he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing. And when
he comes home, he calls together his friends and
his neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me,
for I have found my sheep which was lost!

I tell you that in the same way, there will be
more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents
than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need
no repentance.”

51



() —=A SloeV)) :>)3lal\/w)u\3\ iz

Gase celal o) aalys 3yde L 8150 &1 i
i algia b pinsy el Guiiy By a3g3 YT 13aly
oadl A6 ellally slinall seus Gy 13)s .ouns
5o oS 58T 13K il il oyl iy Y a
s aaly ol ol Bl f,m ;—_ﬁ:

(V) =N slasV ) Jualt N

o b Laaial sl 4 oS G las] g
Cdans Lagl a28s JUI o Junims g3l acidll Jilae]
Ales e o S ¥l ¥ a5 55 e w b aagg
JS 38T Lald .8 e inns dlle 5 Jliag Banas 3,8 I
SR BT SP O VRN P ENIUNEN .

Oo ik S 1 i OS5 oy b el dlgia )
sa cllai

52



Parable of the Lost Coin (Verses 8-10)

“Or what woman, if she has ten silver coins and
loses one coin, does not light a lamp and sweep the
house and search carefully until she finds it? When
she has found it, she calls together her friends and
neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have
found the coin which I had lost! In the same way, I
tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of
God over one sinner who repents.”

Parable of the Lost Son (Verses 11-31)
And He said, “A man had two sons. The
younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give
me the share of the estate that falls to me.” So he
divided his wealth between them. And not many
days later, the younger son gathered everything

together and went on a journey into a distant
country, and there he squandered his estate with
loose living. Now when he had spent everything,
a severe famine occurred in that country, and he
began to be impoverished.

So he went and hired himself out to one of the
citizens of that country, and he sent him into his
fields to feed swine. And he would have gladly
filled his stomach with the pods that the swine were
eating, and no one was giving anything to him. But
when he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many
of my father’s hired men have more than enough
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bread, but I am dying here with hunger!

I will get up and go to my father, and will say
to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven, and
in your sight; I am no longer worthy to be called
your son; make me as one of your hired men.

So he got up and came to his father. But while
he was still a long way off, his father saw him and
felt compassion for him, and ran and embraced
him and kissed him.

And when the son said to him, ‘Father, I
have sinned against heaven and in your sight; I
am no longer worthy to be called your son’. But
the father said to his slaves, Quickly bring out
the best robe and put it on him, and put a ring on
his hand and sandals on his feet; and bring the
fattened calf, kill it, and let us eat and celebrate;
for this son of mine was dead and has come to life
again; he was lost and has been found. And they
began to celebrate.

Now his older son was in the field, and when
he came and approached the house, he heard
music and dancing. And he summoned one of the
servants and began inquiring what these things
could be. And he said to him, Your brother has
come, and your father has killed the fattened calf
because he has received him back safe and sound.
But he became angry and was not willing to go
in; and his father came out and began pleading
with him.
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But he answered and said to his father, “Look!
For so many years I have been serving you and
I have never neglected a command of yours; and
yet you have never given me a young goat so that
I might celebrate with my friends. But when this
son of yours came, who has devoured your wealth
with prostitutes, you killed the fattened calf for
him!”

“And he said to him, ‘Son, you have always
been with me, and all that is mine is yours. But
we had to celebrate and rejoice, for this brother
of yours was dead and has begun to live, and was
lost and has been found.””
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ADDITIONAL MINISTRY RESOURCES
BY Dr. MICHAEL YOUSSEF

A Daily Guide To Experiencing Power in Prayer
(16-page booklet) BL0019 $4

Becoming a Confident Christian (128-page booklet)
BKO0012 $7.50

Dealing with Anger the Right Way
(32-page booklet) BL0029

Developing Biblical Spirituality (32-page booklet)
BL0028 $5

Discovering Who You are in Christ (32-page booklet)
BL0026

Enjoying Freedom From Fear (32-page booklet) BL0025 $5

Experiencing the Joy of Forgiveness (32-page booklet)
BL0020 $5

God’s Design for Marriage (32-page booklet)
BLO017 $5

If God is In Control Why Is My Life Such A Mess?
(213-page softcover book) BK0011 $15 + $2.95 S/H

Know Your Identity In Christ (32-page booklet)
BL0026 $15 + $2.95 S/H

Know Your Real Enemy (204-page hardcover book)
BKO0010 $15 + $2.95 S/H

Seven Steps in Your Faith Adventure BLO031 $5

The Prayer God Answers (215-page softcover book)
BKO0013 $10 + 2.95 S/H

You Can Overcome: Recognizing and Resisting the Source of
Temptation (32-page booklet) BLOO18 $5

To order these resources, call: 800-337-5323
Or online: www.leadingtheway.org
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